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To the Selectmen and Citizens of Belmont:
With this you have my report of receipts and expenditures as
treasurer of said town for the year ending March 1, 1887.
D. W. GALE, Treasurer.
Dr.
To cash on hand, $675.50
cash city Concord, aid to M. D. French, 37.70
Jennie M. Gannons, note renewed to
M. Jennie Small, 32.66
William H. Shepard, note, 200.00
cash city Concord, aid to M. D. French, 30.50
Calvin Shepard, note, 575.00
Frank P. Grant, collector 1886, 235.00
» il " 530.00
cash city Concord, aid to M. D. French, 36.23
F. P. Grant, collector 1886, 1,315.00
" « " 1,135.00
selectmen cash tendered to D. P. Web-
ster, 1885, 49.75
selectmen, old lumber sold, 2.00
Nov. 2. H. Wadleigh, note renewed, 88.21
F. P. Grant, collector 1886, 640.00
Dec. 23. " " " 1,900.00
1887.
Jan. 8. state R. R. tax, 1886, 142.23
savings-bank tax 1886, 1,694.52
literary fund, 1886, 129.92
1886.
Feb. 22. To F. P. Grant, collector 1886, $700.00
24. " " " 590.00
25. " balance of tax 1886, 158.10
" unworked highway 1885, 342.88
$14,238.63
RECAPITULATION.
Orders paid for highways and bridges 1886 to Feb-




board of education, for schooling, 1,169.41
support of poor, 306.27
town notes paid, 5,155.90
damage to sheep by dogs, 14.00
Appropriation Decoration Day, 25.00
State tax, 1,140.00
County tax, 1,620.06
Cash on hand, 1,087.32
$14,238.63
ORDERS PAID FOR HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.
All highway bills have been paid to February 19, 1887.
1886.
March 3. J. S. Kimball, highway 1884-'85, $4.22
22. Thomas Britton, highway, amount on war-
rant from Jan. 1, 1885, to Mar. 20, 1886, 29.82
April 10. C. A. Hackett, highway summer and fall
1885, 8.85
R. P. Willard, highway, spring 1886, 4.50
22. G. II. Sanborn, winter 1885-'86, 57.21
27. W. H. Wright, highway, Jan. 13 to Apr.
23, 1886, 78.39
N. Chase, highway, winter 1885-86, 12.80
May 8. Geo. C. Bryant, highway, winter and spring
1886, 1.80
H. H. Lamprev, highway, 1885-'86, 26.71
S. C. Sewell, highway, winter 1886, 1.40
F. P. Bennett, highway, winter and spring
1886, 13.15
R. L. Farrar, highway, spring 1886, 14.00
29. R. P. Willard, highway, 1885, spring 1886, 16.86
1886.
June 1. C. E. Bennett, highway, winter 1885-86, $6.33
14. S. B. Knowles, highway, spring 1886, 2.00
15. C. E. Pulsifer, highway, winter and spring
1886, 6.54
A. J. Small, highway, spring 1886, 5.95
21. M. O. Seavey, highway, winter 1885-'86, 1.20
T. L. Fuller,' lumber for bridge, 27.13
30. J. A. James, lumber for bridge, 43.15
July 2. Thomas Britton, highway, spring 1886, 4.28
6. W. C. Wells, highway, 1885, . 50.62
7. T. L. Fuller, putting in stone bridge, 52.18
M. H. Philbrick, highway, 1885, 9.92
A. S. Ladd, highway, 1885-'86, 3.04
Eben Tuttle, highway, spring 1886, 6.60
F. S. Kilboru, highway, 1885, 3.58
D. F. Grant, highway, winter 1885-86, 10.47
0. Randlett, " " " " 2.37
Eben Tuttle, highway, cash paid winter
1885-'86, 10.00
20. C. E. Moody, highway, summer '85 and
winter 1885-'86, 13.04
1. C. Akeley, highway, spring 1886, 11.82
D. D. Maxfield, highway, winter 1885-86, 5.11
C. S. Sawyer, highway, spring 1886, 1.20
J. A. Ladd, " " " 4.99
28. E. N. Hawkins, highway, winter 1885-86, 8.68
Aug. 13. Green Chase, highway, summer 1886, 6.45
23. T. L. Fuller, labor on water-course, 5.50
Oct. 1. F. P. Bennett, highway, summer 1886, 110.10
7. J. T. Dudley, " " " 16.19
9. R. P. Willard, " " " 97.14
14. N. Chase, " ' l " 21.00
P. Hall, labor on bridge, 52.05




15. R. G. Hovt, highway, summer and fall
1886, 144.34
R. G. Hoyt, cash paid D. W. Judkins for
bridge plank, 18.00
R. G. Hoyt, cash paid E. H. Bryant for
lumber and plank, 50.00
16. A. G. Cook, bridge plank, 12.00
A. M. Sanborn, highway, summer 1886, 25.43
Nov. 1. A. A. Lamprey, " " 50.63
S. B. Knowles, " " 41.25
G. W. Elkins, " " 48.64
























C. E. Pulsifer, highway, summer 1886, $24.07
R. L. Farrar, " . " 37.00
A. H. Lamprey, " " 37.53
C. E. Small, ' " " 33.22
Geo. H. Sanborn, " » 47.95
Sargent & Hall, boards for bridge rail, 2.04
I. S. Thompson, highway, winter 1885-'86,
summer 1886, 36.45
Thomas J. Folsom, highway, summer 1886, 36.20
A. L. West, blacksmith work on bridge, 4.64
J. A. Ladd, highway, summer 1886, 32.15
D. W. Judkius, bridge plank, 6.82
D. D. Maxfield, highway, summer 1886, 23.50
H. B. Holman, " " "
'
39.33
R. P. Willard, cash paid C. E. Hunkins for
stone, 3.00
S. N. Jewett, highway, summer 1886, 16.05
Solon F. Hill, " ' " 30.33
M. H. Philbrick, » " 71.05
A. J. Small, » " 53.38
E. N. Hawkins, " " 57.64
Geo. T. Folsom, " " 51.89
I. C. Akeley, " " 46.37
C. W. Whicher, " " 3.25
A. S. Ladd, " " 63.87
L. D. Kilborn, " " 34.75
F. S. Kilborn, " " 38.95
J. L. Allen, labor on bridge, .75
B. W. Brown, bridge plank, 31.55
C. S. Sawyer, highway, summer 1886, 32.25
Geo. R. Smith, lumber for bridge, 8.90
C. E. Pulsifer, labor on Moulton hill, 14.00
Nathan Chase, highway, summer 1886, 5.25
Geo. C. Brvant, " " 30.70
Eben Tuttle, " " 62.00
Geo. W. Plumer, highway, fall 1886, 4.80
J. L. Allen, highway, 1885-'86, 5.00
R. Sanborn, highway, winter 1886-87, 57.21
I. Bartlett, " " 3.25
M. A. Young. " " 10.52
J. W. Farrar, l ' " 28.93
T. J. Folsom, tk " 11.03
S. N. Jewett, tl " 4.05
N. Chase, " " 9.93
A. H. Lamprev, tl " 14.55
C. E. Pulsifer,^ " " 4.87
1887.
Feb. 24. A. J. Small, highway, winter 1886-'87,
ORDERS PAID TOWN OFFICERS FOR SERVICES.
1886.
1886.
June 1. B. J. Gate, error in tax, 1886, $5.00
15. Pike Davis, recording inventory, 5.00
July 7. C. B. Gill, cash paid for council in regard to
collecting tax, 5.08
E. F. Hall, police May and June, 1886, 6.00
16. C. C. Clark, police to Julv 16, 1886, 5.00
Sept. 4. E. F. Hall, police July and August, 1886, 6.00
Nov. 2. A. H. Lamprey, supervisor in full, 4.00
3. E. F. Hall, police Sept. and Oct., 1886, 6.00
30. J. Plumer, water tub to Nov. 1, 1886, 3.00
Dec. 24. E. P. Thompson, moderator and legal services, 5.00
27. George T. Folsom, damage to sleigh, spring of
1886, 3.00
1887.
Jan. 6. Dr. S. A. Merrill, return births and deaths, 5.50
E. F. Hall, police Nov. and Dec, 1886, 6.00
7. C. C. Clark, special police, 4.00
8. J. R. Champliu, street lanterns, 14.50
Pike Davis, lamp-posts and expenses to Con-
cord, 3.05
E. C. Eastman, return births and deaths, 5.50
Jan. 25. H. P. B. Currier, services as supervisor, 10.00
Feb. 1. Eben Tuttle, water tub to Jan. 1, 1887, 3.00
N. D. Garmon, water tub one year, 3.00
C. A. Hackett, supervisor to Feb. 1, 1887, 11.00
22. A. C. Morrison, water tub to March 1, 1887, 3.00
S. A. Felch, water tub to March 1, 1887, 3.00
Mrs. Sam'l Bickford, water tub to Jan. 15, 1887, 3.50
Ira Mooney, water tub to March 1, 1887, 3.00
Ira Mooney, office rent to March 1, 1887, 20.00
24. F. K. Johnson, recording births, deaths, mar-
riages, paid for postage, &c, 8.35
F. P. Grant, printing and making out tax bills, 6.25
H. M. Grant, use of hall to March 1, 1887, 30.00
J. L. Dalton, water tub to March 1, 1887, 2.00
D. W. Gale, cash paid out and extra labor as
treasurer, 8.50
25. Dr. G. H. Ingalls, return of births and deaths, 2.50
$320.92
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F. L. Gerald, balance of money appropri-
ated for 1886,



















Geo. R. Smith, aid to M. D. French,
L. E. Lindsey & Co., aid to L. A. Johnson,
D. P. Webster, aid to M. D. French,
Geo. R. Smith, " " "
1. Dr. S. A. Merrill, " "
Dr. A. W. Abbott, " "
Feb. 25. Dr. N. L. True, "


























Sarah A. Sanborn, note in part,
J. M. Garrnon, note in full,
Wm. H. Shepard, interest o
two notes for one year,
H. Wadleigh, note
C. J. Sanborn, ''
Sarah A. Sanborn, "
H. Wadleigh,
Calvin Shepard, "
Leora L. Foster, "
Calvin Shepard, "
it it it







Jan. 8. Solon A. Carter, state tax, 1886, $1,140.00
$2,760.06
Belmont, N. H., Feb. 26, 1887.
We have examined the foregoing accounts and find them
properly vouched and correctly cast, and cash due the town, in

















Stock in public funds,
Stock in banks and other corporations,
Money on hand, at interest, or on deposit,
Stock in trade,
















































Amount voted for schooling, $997.50
Literary money, 122.61








Amount of dog tax, 1886, 114.00




INDEBTEDNESS OF THE TOWN.
We find the town indebted for outstanding orders as follows,













First F. B. Society,
H. J. Clough,












Cash in hands of treasurer, $1,087.32
Due from Geo. R. Judkins estate, 57.36
$1,144.68
Indebtedness of town above means, $5,332.85
Indebtedness March 1, 1886, $9,421.45
" " 1887, 5,332.85





Belmont, Feb. 26, 1887.
We have examined the foregoing accounts, and find them





REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD.
To the Citizens of Belmont
:
The following report of the condition of the public schools
for the year ending March, 1887, is respectfully submitted :
In entering upon the discharge of our duties we were not un-
mindful of the increased responsibility resting upon us, grow-
ing out of the recent change in the school laws, by which the
entire school interests are placed in the hands of three persons.
It was easy to see that some changes from past practices were
necessary to the welfare of the schools ; but to make these
changes successful was not an easy task. In deciding where
schools should be held, when, and how much money should be
appropriated to each, we have endeavored to conform to the
requirements of the law, "giving to all the scholars of the town
as nearly equal advantages as may be practicable." Laws of
1885, c. 43, s. 6. The changes made were in consolidation, and
in appropriating the school-money.
CONSOLIDATION.
Number 8,* which had but two scholars, was united with No.
7 ; No. 10, with four scholars, united with No. 9 ; No. 11, with
one scholar, No. 4 with eight scholars, and No. 6 with five
scholars, were united with No. 5. The advantages gained
were an average increase of two weeks in length of schools
over last year, and of four weeks over the average for the last
six years. It also avoided the wasteful expenditure of money
in maintaining small schools. It made possible the division of
the village schools, which had outgrown the limits of their
school-house, thereby relieving their crowded condition, and
rendering the grading more perfect. The school-house, consist-
ing of two rooms, seats seventy scholars. The whole number
of scholars reported last year was eighty-four. It will be seen
that the capacity of the house was in no way suited to the
school. By uniting as above mentioned, ten scholars were
added, and the schools divided, making three instead of two as
formerly.
•For convenience, the number of each district as it formerly existed is used.
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In appropriating the school-money, it has been regarded as a
common fund for school purposes, and schools have been kept
in eight places, each having two terms of ten weeks, commenc-
ing April 26, and September G. The effect of this method was
to give every scholar in town an equal amount of schooling.
In every case where parents have been obliged to send away
from their own school-house they have had access to more
weeks of school (in one case it was doubled), and in most cases
to better schools than formerly, which we think ought to com-
pensate them for their extra trouble and expense.
No one thing connected with the administration of our schools
is of more importance than the selection of good teachers. Fail-
ures rarely result from lack of necessary literary attainments,
but generally either from inability to control the school, or to
impart instruction in such a way as to interest and impress the
pupil. Teaching is a profession, and demands on the part of
those who enter it special preparation. The time is past when
the idea obtains with sensible people that a fair amount of
muscle and pluck is all that is needed to teach school. The
teacher's work requires a ready and hearty sympathy with child
life,—the power to wisely control and direct the rash and im-
pulsive natures under their care. The laws governing the de-
velopment of mind should be understood as the underlying prin-
ciples of all true teaching.
The supply of good teachers is always limited ; and when the
required number is found, the small wages which we are able to
pay will not always secure their services. In making selections
and assigning places we have tried to have the qualifications of
the teacher adapted to the wants of the school. "The right
teacher in the right place" always produces pleasing results.
Our teachers have labored with fidelity and zeal. Generally
speaking, parents have encouraged and assisted them, scholars
have been attentive and obedient, and we believe, with a single
exception, our schools during the past year have been doing
good work.
Twenty-two years ago the chairman of this board, in his
report, suggested that a union of districts was necessary to the
best interests of the schools. Nearly every committee since
then has referred to the same thing. During this time only one
change has been made. If such a change was necessary then,
it certainly is now, as the number of scholars in the outlying
districts has decreased by one half. In order to do this, two or
three school-houses must be removed. We are convinced that
the best results can never be realized from our schools until
some changes of this kind are made.
Whole number of scholars in the town not less than five
years of age, who have attended the district schools not less
2
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than two weeks, 172. Number of children reported by the
selectmen,—males, 77 ; females, 82 ; total, 159. Number of
persons between the ages of fourteen and twenty-one who can-
not read and write, 3.
The following is a brief statement of the condition of each
school as it appeared to us at our visits :
Dist. No. 1
—
Ladd Hill. Miss Mattie M. Bean teacher both
terms. Good progress has been made. True respect and love
have existed between teacher and scholars. Miss Bean labored
faithfully and successfully to interest and improve the minds of
those under her charge, and nothing occurred to mar or check
the progress of the school. Nine of the thirteen were awarded
the roll of honor certificate.
—
Gerald.
Dist. No. 2 Union. Spring term, Miss Leora L. Foster
teacher. Saw the school at its commencement and close. Quite
good advancement was made. Order fair. Harmony seemed
to exist between teacher and scholars. On the whole, the school
was a success.
Fall term, Miss Clara F. Bean teacher. This school went
along nicely for the first few weeks, after which five or six of
the largest scholars began to break the rules. The school board
was called in four different times. We tried to reason with
those making the trouble. They acknowledged their faults and
promised to do better, but actually did worse. We are sorry
to be obliged to say that some of the parents took sides with
the scholars, and thereby, we think, increased the trouble.
Four of the largest boys were dismissed from the school : two of
these, for what seemed sufficient reasons, were reinstated. At
this juncture a petition was presented to the school board, ask-
ing the dismission of the teacher. Two weeks before the close
of the school a hearing was held, lasting two days, at the close
of which we were unanimously of the opinion that the interests
of all concerned would be best subserved by sustaining the
teacher. The school closed with but four scholars. We fear
there is an influence in this school, and behind it, which, if not
promptly checked, will effect its ruin.
—
Gerald.
Dist. No. 3 Jamestoivn. The spring term was taught by
Mr. Asa E. Gile. This being the smallest school in town, we
watched its progress with special interest under the thorough
instruction of Mr. Gile. A good term's work was accomplished.
The eagerness and pride manifested by the scholars in their
recitations were very marked. Good advancement was made in
all the studies, and the reading was worthy of special mention.
The pupils seemed to study the wishes of their teacher, and,
when understood, it was their delight to obey them; and at
our last visit we were well pleased.
—
Sargent.
Fall term taught by Miss Etta J. Woodard, of Sanbornton.
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As her method of teaching was very similar to the former teach-
er's, the school was taken where Mr. Gile left it, and carried on
successfully from that point. We made three calls, and per-
ceived a steady growth and development at each. This was not
the teacher's first experience with the school, ami perhaps the





Village. Here we will mention that this district had
much to contend with,—not only a division of its schools, and
the annexation of Nos. 4 and 6. but a partial change of teach-
ers ; consequently it was not until the spring term was well
advanced that the schools were in good running condition.
Many watched for the result : it came crowned with success.
Although our schools were shorter than formerly, on account of
a different distribution of the funds, still we are satisfied more
was accomplished than under the old system. Much interest
was manifested by all, and it is evident the cause of education
is gaining a larger place in the hearts of the fathers and mothers,
and even the children, of the village. Making this statement,
we will mention each school in brief.
Grammar. Spring and fall terms of twenty-four scholars
were under the instruction of Miss May R. Monlton, of Tiltou.
She being a graduate of the N. H. Conference Seminary, and
from the Providence State Normal School, the pupils received
the benefits of both as well in the higher branches as in the
common school studies. We made several calls, and a steady
advancement was noticed throughout the year. The scholars
seemed to appreciate their opportunities, and hard work was
done by both teacher and pupils. We can only look on the two
as a year's work rather than as separate terms. Miss Moulton
possesses a peculiar power of imparting knowledge and interest-
ing her scholars, that is only attained by a natural gift and by




Intermediate. Spring and fall terms taught by Miss L. A.
Eaton, a teacher whose name is a passport to success. The
school numbered thirty-four scholars. As it was removed to a
building not desigued for a school-room, it labored somewhat at
a disadvantage. However, this did not prevent the good re-
sults that have attended her schools in the past. Knowing so
thoroughly their minutest details, being present so much, and
keeping pace with their advancement, we think the district has
just reason to look on the year's work with great satisfaction.
We feel the youth of the village are greatly indebted to Miss




Primary. Spring and fall terms were taught by Miss E. B.
Dow. This was her first experience in teaching. We could
20
but wait for the issue, which exceeded our expectations. The
little ones immediately entered into an alliance with the teacher,
and all passed on smoothly and harmoniousl}7 . She had a power
of stimulating the children to study : so those entrusted to her
care—thirty-seven in number—accomplished much in the twenty
weeks. Aside from the regular lessons, much attention was
devoted to drawing, and on examining their work one could see





Dudley. First term, Miss Olive A. Bennett
teacher. This school appeared pleasant and home-like, teacher
firm and quiet, scholars obedient and studious, but wanting con-
fidence. A very marked improvement was noticeable in reading.—Plumer.
Fall term taught by Mrs. H. B. Holman. This school we
have always considered one of our best. Mrs. Holman bears a
fine reputation as a teacher, and it was doubly augmented by
the grand success of this school. We made two visits, and
were very favorably impressed at the first, only to be more so
at the close ; and we cannot fail to acknowledge that the schol-
ars, as well as the teacher, were faithful to their work. Where
such interest is manifested there is no concern for the result.
—
Sargent.
Dist. No. 9 Province Road. First term taught by Miss
Mabel A. Sanborn ; second term by Miss Gertrude M. Sanborn.
The appearance of this school under both teachers was similar.
School orderly, teachers commanded the respect and confidence
of pupils, and labored earnestly and faithfully for their welfare.
Advancement and thoroughness satisfactory. We noticed some
good specimens of map drawing.
At our last visit, although the day was stormy, some of the
parents manifested their interest by their presence. The walls
of the school-room were hung with pictures, giving it an air of
cheerfulness and comfort in striking contrast to the raging ele-
ments without. Possibly a little more energy on the part of the






School Board of Belmont.
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